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ENG 4905-001 
Studies in Children's Literature 
Monsters and Demons 
Fall 2004. TR 12:30-1 :45 CH3 l 70 
John David Moore 
Office:3771(6976) cfjdm@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: TR 11 :00-12:30;2:00-3 :00; W 10:00-11 :00 
& by appointment 
In this course, an examination of the role of monsters will lead us through a 
variety of literature for young people. We will read and discuss literature both ancient 
and modem in a number of genres: picture book and novel, folktale and myth, fantasy 
and realism. We will examine monsters both figurative and literal, mythic and mundane. 
Our readings will include works by Maurice Sendak, Raymond Briggs (Man), Philip 
Pullman (The Golden Compass), Neil Gaiman (Coraline), and Roald Dahl(The Witches) 
among others. This literature will afford us much discussion of such topics as the 
pleasures of fear, the confrontation of otherness, the fascination of the grotesque, the role 
of the monstrous and demonic in instruction, satire and play. 
PAPERS: The course requires two 10-12 page papers, one due near mid term, 
the other at the end of the semester. Students will generate topics relevant to the course 
material and present a 1 112 page prospectus describing the topic prior to writing the 
paper. 
PRESENTATIONS: These will be partially collaborative - two students in 
charge of each presentation. Presentations will serve to introduce each new reading 
assignment for the course, presenting background and criticism, introducing related 
material not covered on the syllabus, and raising questions for class discussion. 
Presenters will tum in a rough outline to accompany the presentation. 
GRADES: Grades for the two papers, the presentation, and a grade based on 
attendance and participation will all bear equal weight in the averaging of the final 
grade for the course. As regards attendance and participation, if you die, you will be 
expected to attend either in ectoplasmic form or bv means of a proxy. 
NOTE: All course work must be completed to pass the class. 
Plagiarism: English Department Statement on Plagiarism. 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-"The appropriation or 
imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and 
representation of them as one's original work" (Random House Dictionary of 
the English Language )-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon 
the guilty student an appropriate essay and a grade of F for the course, and to 
report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office. 
(Also see document attached to this syllabus) 
Electronic Writing Portfolio: This course is classified as ''writing 
intensive" and therefore qualifies as a source for EWP submissions for 
students needing to submit a paper this semester. 
Information for Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented 
disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the 
Coordinatorofthe Office ofDisability Services (581-6583) as soon as 
possible. 
TEXTS: 
David Almond. Skellig 
Roald Dahl. The Witches. 
Neil Gaiman. Coraline. 
Phillip Pullman. I Was a Rat. 
Phillip Pullman. The Golden Compass. 
Phillip Pullman. The Subtle Knife 
Raymond Briggs Man (will be available in some solid or cybernetic form) 
Adele Griffith. Sons of Liberty 
Maurice Sendak. Where the Wild Things Are. 
Carlo Collodi. Pinocchio. 
Hans Christian Andersen. The Snow Queen (Handout) 
Ssltman, ed. The Riverside Anthology of Children's Literature. 
COURSE CALENDAR 
Weeki. 
Aug. 24. Introduction to the course. General discussion. Assignment of 
presentation for Thursday. 
Aug. 26. Riverside Anthology of Children's Literature 
"Hansel and Gretel." (Grimm) 255 
"Little Red Riding-Hood." (Perrault) 275 
"Odysseus and the Cyclops." 567 
Week II. 
Aug. 31. Riverside Anthology 
"Beauty and the Beast." (Villeneuve/Lang) 284 
"Molly Whuppie'· (Jacobs) 300 
"Wiley and the Hairy Man" 444 
Sept. 2. Riverside Anthology 
"The Golem (Singer) 368 
"Old Fire Dragaman" 447 
Sendak. Where the Wild Things Are 
Week III. 
Sept. 7&9. Pullman. I Was a Rat. 
Week IV. 
Sept. 14&16. To be announced 
Week V. 
Sept. 21. Collodi. Pinocchio. 
Sept. 23. Pinocchio. 
Last day to submit prospectus for first paper. 
Week VI. 
Sept 28&30. Pinocchio. 
Week VII. 
Oct. 5&7 Almond. Skellig. 
Oct. 7. FIRST PAPER DUE 
Week VIII. 
Oct. 12&14. Gaiman. Coraline. 
Week IX. 
Oct. 19&21. Dahl. The Witches. 
WeekX. 
Oct. 26&28. Griffith. Sons of Liberty. 
Week XI. 
Nov. 2&4. Briggs. Man. 
Week XII. 
Nov. 9. Andersen. "The Snow Queen." 
Nov. 11. Pullmar; The Golden Compass. 
Last day for submitting 2nd paper prospectus. 
Week XIII. 
Nov. 16&18. Pullman. The Golden Compass. 
Nov. 23&25. Thanksgiving Break 
Week XIV. 
Nov. 30& Dec. 2. Pullman. The Subtle Knife. 
Week XV. 
Dec. 7&9. Pullman. The Subtle Knife. 
Dec. 9. Last class. Final Paper Due. 
Guidelines for Evaluating Writing Assignments in EIU's English Department 
( ;rades on written work range from A to F. The categories listed below are based on rhetorical principles and assume intellectual responsibility and honesty. 
Strengths and weaknesses in each area will influence the grade, though individual teachers may emphasize some categories over others and all categories are 
deeply interrelated. 
A B c D F 
Focus J las clearly stated purpose or Has clearly stated purpose or Has a discernible purpose or main Has no apparent purpose or main Has no purpose or main 
main idea/thesis quite main idea/ thesis developed with idea/ thesis which is not very idea/ thesis and/ or shows little idea/ thesis; shows little or no 
thoughtfully and/ or originally some thoughtfulness and/or clearly stated and is developed thoughtfulness and/ or originality, thoughtfulness and/ or originality; 
developed within the guidelines of originality within the guidelines of with limited originality and/ or may not conform to significant may not conform to the 
the assignment the assignment thoughtfulness; may have missed elements of the assignment's guidelines of the assignment 
or failed to conform to some guidelines 
element of the assignment's 
guidelines 
( lrganization Is logically organized but without Is logically organized; has unity, Is organized, but not necessarily Is somewhat organized, but is Is not organized; has little or no 
overly obvious organizational coherence, competent transitions; in the most logical way; has unity confusing to readers; shows coherence and unity; poor or no 
devices; has unity, coherence, has well-defined introduction, & coherence but may make in- significant problems with use of transitions; no or poorly 
strong transitions; has well- body, conclusion consistent use of transitions; has coherence, unity, transitions; no written introduction, body or 
defined introduction, body, introduction, body, conclusion, or poorly written introduction, conclusion 
conclusion one of which may be weak body or conclusion 
1 )c.:vclopment Supports purpose or main idea Supports purpose or main idea Supports purpose or main idea Makes an attempt to use details to Does not develop main idea; may 
with abundant, fresh details; with sufficient details; details are with details, but some parts of the develop purpose or main idea but use sources inadequately/ 
details are specific and fairly specific and appropriate; paper are inadequately/ is, for the most part, inappropriately 
appropriate; uses sources well uses sources adequately inappropriately developed or inadequately /inappropriately 
when sources are called for in the vague developed 
assignment 
Style & Word choices show consideration Word choices are appropriate to Word choices are mostly Word choices may be Word choices are generally poor; 
1\ wareness of of purpose and audience; shows purpose and audience; sentences appropriate to purpose and inappropriate to purpose or sources are incorrectly or very 
1\udience thoughtfully and imaginatively often constructed thoughtfully audience; sentences aren't audience; sources incorporated awkwardly incorporated 
constructed sentences; and imaginatively, incorporates particularly thoughtful or poorly 
incorporates sources well sources adequately imaginatively constructed; sources 
may sometimes be awkwardly 
incorporated 
Mc.:chanics Has very few grammatical, Has minor t;rammatical, Has some grammatical, Has grammatical, punctuation Has grammatical, punctuation 
spelling, and punctuation errors; punctuation or spelling errors that punctuation and/ or spelling and/ or spelling errors that make and/ or spelling errors that make 
uses appropriate documentation do not interfere with reading of errors that occasionally interfere reading difficult; documentation reading very difficult; 
style correctly when necessary for essay; uses appropriate with reading of essay; uses style may be poorly used documentation style poorly used 
assignment documentation style correctly appropriate documentation style 
but may have some errors 
Process Shows abundant evidence of Shows evid,:nce of careful Shows some evidence of planning Shows only a little evidence of Shows little or no evidence of 
careful planning and drafting and planning and drafting and some and drafting, though some drafts planning and drafting and planning, drafting, or attention to 
attention to peer and teacher attention to peer and teacher may be less considered, and some attention to peer and teacher peer and teacher feedback 
comments comments attention to peer and teacher feedback 
feedback 
